CHAPTER II

THE  NEW  PSYCHOLOGY

UNTIL the year 1890, when James's Principles were
published, the psychology of Hume reigned abso-
lutely in philosophy,* Ail empiricists accepted it
enthusiastically, as the sum of philosophic wisdom;
all apriorists submitted to it, even in supplementing
and modifying it by * transcendental' and meta-
physical additions; in either case it remained
uncontested as psychology, and, by propounding an
utterly erroneous analysis of the mind and its
experience, entangled philosophy in inextricable
difficulties.

Hume had, as philosophers commonly do, set

out  from   the   practically   sufficient  analysis  of

experience which all find ready-made in language.

He accepted, therefore, from common sense the belief

that physical reality is composed of a multitude of

separate existences that act on one another, and

* Not in Bradley's " Logic."
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